5/7/09  Villa Park Rotary Newsletter

     “Can you hear me now?”  Admittedly a poor choice in the humor department, however this could have been the opening statement by our speakers from the Providence Speech and Hearing Center next to CHOCK.  Information was provided regarding hearing aids, and services that the organization offers.

     Our meeting was held this week in the new quarters of the City Hall.  The meeting room has been finished and all seem to agree that it was a visual improvement.  Apparently the cost to the city (you and me), was $35,000.  There was some comments regarding the need for this, especially when the city revenue is being curtailed both with regard to incoming sales taxes and property taxes.

      Following the call to order by Jay, Larry Williams (Principal of VPES) and Mr. Houses (a teacher on his staff) thanked the club fr the mini-grant which allowed them to obtain “Interwrite Pads”.  These devices allow for the transmission of data from the writing tablet to the screen via a computer, from anywhere in the classroom.  They now have four units and the response from the students has been very positive.

     Mark Schmidt introduced Inge Drost, Deputy District Governor for District 1480 in Denmark.  She told of the Schmidt’s help in developing a student exchange with S.A. College.  They are looking for homes to house students for a month.

     Ken Kaplan from Orange North Rotary announced that, in conjunction with our club, the collected over 1000# of food for the local food bank.  This was accomplished on only 4 hours.  Pam Dunn was heavily involved.  (It should be noted that Pam was at the meeting and looking great!  Welcome back!)

     Dates of Note and other stuff:

VP Picnic – 5/24/09 – 11:30PM to 4:30PM – Rotary to cook.

Serrano Water Meeting – 5/20/09 – 6:30PM VP City Hall – Discussion with regard to water status and possible restrictions.

The membership party scheduled for 5/23/09 has been rescheduled to take place sometime mid summer.  

Promotion Party – 6/20/09 – Jay Applebaum’s home – 6:00 PM – Theme : New York, New York.

The “Camp Belong Run”  as noted by Steve Pollick, is scheduled for July 19th.  The cost is $35, and those wishing to participate should call Steve.

May 30th is the next “hands on” shed construction date.  Call Steve Pollick for further information.

Jill Kuli announced that 6 students profited by attending RYLA this year.

Milt pulled a “2” in the raffle.  The pot is almost $650.

Joke of the Week:

Teacher applicant

         THE TEACHER APPLICANT

               After being interviewed by the school administration,

               the teaching prospect said,

               'Let me see if I've got this right:

               You want me to...

               go into that room with all those kids,

               1. correct their disruptive behavior,

               2. observe them for signs of abuse,

               3. monitor their dress habits,

               4. censor their T-shirt messages,

               5. and instill in them a love for learning.

               You want me to..

               6 - check their backpacks for weapons,

               7 - wage  war on drugs and sexually transmitted diseases,  and

               8 - raise their sense of self esteem and personal pride.

               You want me to....

                9 - teach them patriotism and good citizenship, sportsmanship and fair play, and

               10 - how to register to vote,

               11 - balance a checkbook, and

               12 -  apply for a job.

               You want me to

               13 - check their heads for lice,

               14 - recognize signs of anti-social behavior, and

               15 - make sure that they all pass the state exams.

               You also want me to

               16 -  provide them with an equal education regardless of their handicaps, and

               17 - communicate regularly with their parents in English and Spanish by  letter,  telephone, newsletter, and report card.

               You want me to do all  this with CHALK BOARD, a bulletin board, a few books, a big smile, and a starting salary that qualifies me for food stamps.

               You want me to  do all this and then you tell me......

               "I CAN'T PRAY?"

               Are you nuts?

